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Ph.D. Program in Education Sciences

Academic Regulations and Degree Examination

Implementation Guidelines

Approved at the Ph.D. Program Affairs Meeting on March 20, 2023

Revised at the Fall 2024 Term Program Affairs Meeting on October 29, 2024

Revised at the Spring 2025 Term Program Affairs Meeting on April 1, 2025

Revised at the Fall 2025 Term Program Affairs Meeting on August 29, 2025

Revised at the Fall 2025 Term Academic Review Committee Meeting on November 7, 2025

Article 1

These guidelines are established in accordance with the University’s academic
regulations and the detailed rules for Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree
examinations.

Article 2

The duration of study for Ph.D. program graduate students is between two and
seven years. However, part-time Ph.D. program graduate students may apply
for an extension of up to two additional years.

Article 3: Ph.D. program graduate students must fulfill the coursework
requirements, pass the doctoral qualification examination, meet the foreign
language proficiency standards, and satisfy the College-specific conditions in
order to be eligible for Ph.D. candidacy.

Section 1: Coursework Requirements

1. Ph.D. program graduate students must complete 20 credits (excluding the
dissertation). For students in the direct-entry doctoral program, the
requirement is 30 credits (excluding the dissertation). Course requirements
are announced annually in the Graduate Student Handbook. Courses in
Research Methods and Required Electives in Professional Fields must be
determined through consultation between the advisor and the student, and
submitted to the Academic Review Committee for approval prior to
enrollment. If a course has already been approved by the Academic Review
Committee and the instructor and syllabus remain unchanged, then
resubmission is not required.

2. If an international student is unable to take required courses due to special
circumstances, then he (she) may—with advisor approval-—substitute

Note: In case of any discrepancy, the Chinese version shall prevail.
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courses taught in a foreign language. These substitutions must be reviewed
by the Academic Review Committee prior to enrollment.

3. Academic Research Ethics Course (0 credit): In accordance with the
university’s implementation guidelines for research ethics education, all
master and Ph.D. program graduate students must complete the “Academic
Research Ethics Education Course” by the end of their first academic year.
This is a required, non-credit course delivered online. Students must pass
the course assessment to meet the requirement. Those who do not complete
the course may not apply for the degree examination.

4. Students must enroll in at least one course per semester (including
dissertation). Failure to meet this requirement will result in mandatory leave
of absence. If the maximum leave period is reached, students must either
apply for an extension under Article 38, Paragraph 2, of the Academic
Regulations or face dismissal.

5. Credit Transfer Regulations:

(1) Applications for credit transfer must be completed in the first semester
of the academic year of admission. Refer to the current year’s registration
guidelines for deadlines.

(2) Courses submitted for credit transfer must align with the Ph.D.
program’s academic focus. A syllabus for each course must be provided for
review by the Academic Review Committee.

Section 2: Doctoral Qualification Examination

1. Ph.D. program graduate students must complete the qualification
assessment within three years of enrollment. Failure to do so within the
prescribed timeframe will result in dismissal. In cases of special
circumstances, students may apply to the Academic Review Committee for
an extension, which may be granted once only. The extension period shall
not exceed two years in principle. If a student fails the first qualification
assessment but is still within the allowed timeframe, then he (she) may
reapply in the following semester, limited to one retake.

2. Assessment Content
(1) Students must complete a research proposal aligned with their research
direction.
(2) Qualification Examination Committee: Formed by the advisor, who
invites one internal and one external expert based on the student’s research
area.

Note: In case of any discrepancy, the Chinese version shall prevail.
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(3) Oral and Written Examinations: The committee conducts an oral
examination, after which members may assign reading materials based on
the proposal. A written examination is then created from these materials.
Students must complete the written exam within the timeframe set by their
advisor and submit their answers to the committee for evaluation. Both oral
and written exams are graded as Pass/Fail. All records and results must be
submitted to the Academic Review Committee for approval.

(4) Qualification Assessment Timeline: The first qualification assessment
must be proposed no later than the second semester of the third academic
year, and the application must be submitted within eight weeks of the
semester’s start. Extensions due to special circumstances require approval
from the Academic Review Committee and may be granted once only. The
extension period shall not exceed two years in principle.

3. Students may substitute the qualification assessment with a published
journal article. The article must be co-authored by the Ph.D. candidate with
the advisor after enrollment, published in one of the following indexed
journals: TSSCI, SSCI, SCIE, AHCI, THCI, or ESCI (Q1). The Ph.D.
candidate must be first author, corresponding author, or second author with
designation as co-first or co-corresponding author. The author’s affiliation
must be stated as: “College of Education, National Tsing Hua University.”
Each article may only be used once for either graduation or qualification
assessment. When submitting to the Academic Review Committee, students
must include a statement of author contributions, which must be jointly
confirmed by the applicant and their advisor. If the article i1s accepted but
not yet published, then proof of acceptance must be provided for review and
approval.

4. Students who obtain a domestic or international invention patent after
enrollment, with National Tsing Hua University listed as the patent holder,
may substitute the Ph.D. program qualification assessment upon approval
by the Academic Review Committee.

5. Any disputes or ambiguities regarding the above regulations shall be
resolved through discussion and decision by the Academic Review
Committee.

Section 3: Foreign Language Proficiency Graduation Requirement: Students
must meet at least one of the following criteria to fulfill the requirement.

Note: In case of any discrepancy, the Chinese version shall prevail.
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1. Submit an English proficiency test score obtained after enrollment,
meeting or exceeding the CEFR B2 level.

2. Complete two graduate-level courses (totaling 6 credits) offered by the
university’s Language Education Center (LANG), with a minimum grade
of 70 (B-) in each course. These credits cannot be counted toward
graduation credits.

3. Hold a bachelor’s degree or higher from an English-speaking country,
subject to approval by the Academic Review Committee as equivalent to
the above language proficiency requirements.

Section 4: College-Specific Requirements for Ph.D. Candidacy
1. The student must complete a public oral presentation of the doctoral
dissertation proposal. Committee members will refer to the University’s
degree examination regulations. Additional requirements will be
announced on the official website
2. Any uncertainties regarding the above items shall be resolved through
deliberation by the Academic Review Committee.

Article 4: Thesis Supervision

Section 1: Graduate students must complete the “Application Form for
Appointment of Thesis Advisor” before the end of their first semester of
enrollment. The form must be signed by both the proposed advisor and the
Director of the Ph.D. Program in Education Sciences, and submitted to the
College of Education Office for filing.

Section 2: In principle, thesis advisors should be full-time faculty members of
the College of Education holding the rank of Associate Professor or above. If a
faculty member at the rank of Assistant Professor is proposed as an advisor, the
appointment must first be reviewed by the Academic Review Committee to
confirm that the individual meets the qualifications required for doctoral
examination committee membership under degree conferral regulations.

Section 3: The student’s research topic must align with both the advisor’s
expertise and the College of Education’s area of research. After discussion
between the student and advisor, the topic is finalized and recorded on the
“Application Form for Appointment of Thesis Advisor” (including a

Note: In case of any discrepancy, the Chinese version shall prevail.
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provisional thesis title), which is then submitted to the Director of the Ph.D.
Program in Education Sciences for confirmation. If the Program Director
determines that the topic does not align with the advisor’s expertise or the
College of Education’s area of research, then the form may be returned for
revision. In cases of disagreement between the advisor and the Program
Director, the matter shall be referred to the Academic Review Committee for
deliberation.

Section 4: If either the student or the advisor wishes to terminate the thesis
advisory relationship, then he (she) must submit an “Application for Academic
Review Committee Deliberation” to initiate the review process. Research
outcomes are jointly owned by the advisor (or project principal investigator)
and the participating student. If the student changes advisors, then the original
research project and its results may not be included in the student’s dissertation
or published independently in academic journals without the original advisor’s
consent.

Article 5: Degree Examination

Section 1: Applications for the degree examination must be submitted at least
six months after the approval of the dissertation proposal. In exceptional cases,
the matter may be referred to the Academic Review Committee for resolution.

Section 2: Eligibility for the degree examination requires completion of at

least two academic years of study (or three years for students in the direct-entry

program) and attainment of Ph.D. candidacy. Upon confirmation by the advisor

that the dissertation topic and content align with the College of Education’s

academic fields and approval is granted, the student may submit one copy of

each of the following documents to apply for the Ph.D. degree examination:

1. Preliminary draft of the doctoral dissertation and abstract;

2. Official transcript of academic records;

3. Letter of recommendation from the advisor;

4. Application form for the Ph.D. degree examination;

5. Proof of passing the qualification examination;

6. Certificate of foreign language proficiency (one copy of the transcript and
the original for verification);

Note: In case of any discrepancy, the Chinese version shall prevail.
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7. Of published papers, the applicant must publish at least one journal article
to fulfill his (her) graduation requirement. Said article must be co-authored
with the advisor after enrollment and published in any journal indexed in
TSSCI, SSCI, SCIE, AHCI, THCI, or ESCI (Q1). The applicant’s author
affiliation must be stated as “College of Education, National Tsing Hua
University.” Each journal article can only be counted once toward one
student’s graduation requirement or qualification review. When submitting
to the Academic Review Committee, a statement of the division of labor
among the authors must be attached. If the paper has not yet been published
but has been accepted, then proof of acceptance must be provided and
approved by the Academic Review Committee. The applicant shall attach
proof that the article is published in a journal indexed in SSCI, SCIE,
TSSCI, AHCI, THCI, or ESCI (Q1), as well as the full text of the article and
proof of acceptance for publication. These documents should be filed with
the Academic Review Committee for record upon joint confirmation by the
applicant student and faculty advisor.

8. The applicant must present at least two English academic papers related to
their doctoral dissertation at international academic conferences. These
papers must be co-authored with the advisor and completed after the
student’s enrollment in the program. Among them, at least one must be an
oral presentation delivered in English. Please attach the full papers and
proof of acceptance and presentation issued by the conferences. After joint
confirmation by the applicant and their advisor, the documents should be
submitted to the Academic Review Committee for record.

9. Proof of approved dissertation proposal presentation;

10.Plagiarism similarity report (excluding references);

11.Copy of certificate showing passing grade in the Academic Research Ethics
Education course;

12. Academic Ethics Compliance Statement for Dissertation

Section 3: Members of the Ph.D. degree examination committee must have
specialized expertise in the candidate’s research field and, in principle, be
current or former professors or associate professors, or Academicians of
Academia Sinica, or current or former researchers or associate researchers at
Academia Sinica. If the proposed committee member holds a Ph.D. degree and
has notable academic achievements, or specializes in a rare or unique discipline
with significant academic or professional accomplishments, then an application

Note: In case of any discrepancy, the Chinese version shall prevail.
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must be submitted two months prior to the examination. The application must
include the proposed member’s academic and professional background and a
list of research publications, and be approved by the Academic Review
Committee before appointment.

Section 4: All other matters shall be handled in accordance with the
University’s “Regulations for Doctoral Degree Examinations.”

Section 5: Doctoral dissertations are, in principle, to be made publicly available
immediately. If the content involves academic journal publication, then delayed
public release is permitted for up to two years. In cases involving national
security, patent applications, or other legal stipulations, delayed release up to
five years may be submitted. If there is any uncertainty, then the application
must be approved.

Article 6

The academic regulations for international Ph.D. program graduate students
(including foreign students, overseas Chinese students, students from Hong
Kong and Macau, and students from Mainland China) are the same as those for
domestic students. However, foreign students must complete the required
Chinese language credits in accordance with the University’s “Implementation
Guidelines for Foreign Students Enrolled in Courses Taught in Chinese” before
they may graduate and leave the university.

Article 7
These regulations shall be implemented upon approval by the Ph.D. Program
Affairs Meeting of the College of Education and ratification by the Dean.

Note: In case of any discrepancy, the Chinese version shall prevail.
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